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Mike Hipes – Facebook Lesson, August 7, 2020

Good afternoon!
Umpire: Job 9:33 says, “There is no umpire between us, who may lay his hand upon us both.”
Years back when I was involved with little league baseball, I volunteered to be the umpire behind home plate one season. On one occasion there was a very close play. As the one boy slid into home base the catcher of the opposing team was simultaneously putting the tag on him. Because there was so much dust kicked up by both players, I didn’t get a clear view of the play. I paused and tried to process what had just happened as both sides waited for my decision. When I said, “You are out!” one side cheered and the other was instantly very unhappy. I learned very quickly that an umpire cannot satisfy both sides at the same time! That was my last game as umpire. I went back to coaching after that. 
Intercessor: Romans 8: 26 “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us” 
I had a friend one time who was put into jail for driving while intoxicated and speeding. He didn’t have the money to pay the fine and either did I. I had an opportunity to speak up on his behalf to the sheriff. I pleaded his case and told him what a truly good person he was except for this unfortunate mishap. He was not impressed. I interceded for him! This made my friend happy but without the money, it left the sheriff unhappy. I learned very quickly that an intercessor cannot satisfy both sides at the same time! 
Mediator: I Timothy 2:5-6 “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all”
The biggest difference between an umpire an intercession and a mediator is that a mediator can satisfy both sides! Unlike the umpire who although he is to be impartial to both sides, can only choose one side to pick with each and every call he makes. Also, as an intercessor who would accompany someone to a bank for a loan could speak well on their behalf, unless they could put up the collateral, intercession may make the banker feel better about the applicant but would never secure a loan. The mediator has the capacity to fully satisfy both sides. This is what Jesus did in behalf of our salvation and the forgiveness of sins. 
Hebrews 9:15-18. “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives. Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood.” 
Jesus’ shed blood was the one thing that could satisfy both God for the debt of our sins that needed to be paid. He did it by dying in our place. You may have heard the old saying that when Jesus died on the cross His blood flowed backward and forward. That is exactly the case here. God was able to write IOUs to those who died before the cross knowing that when the debt was paid, they could cash them in and receive eternal life. Like driving a car that you still owe on, when the final payment is made you receive the title in the mail stamped paid in full. Jesus as our eternal mediator has satisfied the debt for us and before God, now and forever! Praise God for Jesus our mediator who satisfies! 
Have a great weekend!
Mike
