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Mike Hipes – Facebook Lesson, October 27, 2020

Good afternoon!
When you think of harmony what comes to mind? My good friend in NC often tells me that he has perfect harmony with his wife and that he always gets the last word! When I asked him what that word was, he sheepishly said, “yes ma’am!” To quote another dear friend in life, “Harmony is a beautiful thing!”
While working as a transmission mechanic for AAMCO Transmissions years ago I nearly severed one of my fingers while working on a large truck. When I realized what had happened and saw the bloody damage to my left hand, I immediately wrapped it in a cloth and ran to my car to head to the ER. This suddenly became a situation calling for harmony! Here’s how! When my left hand got hurt my right hand came to the rescue and immediately wrapped it in a temporary bandage to help stop the bleeding! My legs quickly ran my body to the car that drove the hurt finger to the ER. My voice spoke words of encouragement all the way to the hospital that was able to calm the nerves of the struggling body part as well as the rest of the body. In short, it was a team effort that allowed all of the different body parts to come together as one for the greater cause of the body! That’s what I call harmony! It turned out not to be as bad as I thought. With a few stitches and some strong antibiotics, all would be OK. Today I am still left with a scare to reflect on the episode, but always am reminded that it was an event of harmony!
With that said, unity is very different than uniformity! Uniformity is what happens in Detroit at the Ford motor plant on the assembly line. Certain models are all made to be the same. Unity is more of a choice where two opposites or different people (like in a marriage for example) come together and make a decision to work together as one strong force using each other’s differences as strengths. Think of a football team or your body with its many different parts all working in unison together like what happened with me on the way to the ER that day. Better yet, think of the church! The apostle Paul tells us “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.” I Corinthians 12:12
Harmony calls us all to be united, to work together for the greater cause of the kingdom! As strange as it may seem, one of the most misguided plans in biblical history that God Himself directly intervened in is also one of the most powerful events to support the unstoppable power and force of harmony! Notice the story of the building of The Tower of Babel found in Genesis chapter 11. After the flood due to world corruption, mankind had a fresh start, a new beginning. But by the time you get to Genesis chapter 11, it starts all over again. Notice what God says about what they are capable of because of the fact that they are unified as one people with one language.
They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” The Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. The Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.” Genesis 11:4-6
Brothers and Sisters, one of the strongest forces we have for the cause of Christ and the furthering of His kingdom is harmony! Our world is a place of disharmony! People say, but Mike don’t we have the united nations in NYC? Some homes are a place of disharmony; family courts are packed with waiting times off the charts. Our country is a place of disharmony; now a week before the election, a more divided America I cannot remember! Many individual lives are a place of disharmony; people having personal conflicts and inner struggles like never before! Our religious community is in disharmony; in Acts 2 on the day the church began and was established there was one church, today there are thousands!
Jesus Himself teaches us the power of harmony when He spoke of sending out the 12 in His prayer in John 17:20-23. “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.”
Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we move forward this year and beyond, may those around us see hearts for harmony for the greater cause of Christ! May we always have perfect harmony with Christ, saying... Yes Lord! Harmony in Christ is a beautiful thing!
Blessings,
Mike
